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Friends in Christ, 
 
On behalf of the leadership and family of Madison Presbyterian Church, I extend our warmest greetings in the 
name of Christ. With hope, we look forward to hosting the 103rd meeting of Northeast Georgia Presbytery on 
Saturday, August 17th, and we pray that you will enjoy traveling mercies as you make your way to Madison. 
 
The church is situated at the corner of Main Street and Johnson Street just south of downtown Madison. The 
address most useful for mapping is 382 South Main Street, Madison GA 30650. 
 
When you arrive, you will find three parking lots available for your convenience. The main church lot is located to 
the rear of the Education Building. A shared church lot is located across Main Street. When using this lot, please 
cross Main Street at the designated cross walk. The final parking lot is located one block south of the church to the 
rear of the Madison-Morgan Cultural Center. This parking lot and the church campus are connected by a walkway. 
Our hospitality crew will greet you wherever you park and point you in the direction of registration.  
 
The meeting begins at 9:30a, but you are welcome to arrive early for coffee and light refreshments in the Courtyard. 
Only beverages in spill-proof containers are permitted in the Sanctuary. 
 
Those with limited mobility are invited to enter the Sanctuary through the Colonnade accessed from Johnson Street 
or the Education Building. Space for wheelchairs and scooters will be available at the front and rear of the 
Sanctuary. For breakout sessions, the elevator in the Education Building can be used to access the second floor.  
 
Given the scheduled length of our meeting, Madison Presbyterian Church has not been asked to provide lunch, 
however, that does not mean that you should leave Madison with an empty stomach! The Madison Produce 
Company will be happy to make a sandwich or salad for the road or you can enjoy a table on the square. If you 
would prefer sitting for a while, visit Amici’s for pizza and wings or Ricardo’s Kouzzina for Mediterranean fusion. All 
of these choices are located within a quarter mile of the Church, so enjoy a delicious meal before getting on the 
road. 
 
We are so very excited to welcome you to Madison Presbyterian Church. Know that we are in prayer for the 
presbytery meeting and for each of you as you make your way here. If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to reach out to our Church Administrator, Nicki Peppers (nickipeppersmpc@gmail.com). May the God of 
Hope bless and keep you this day and in the weeks to come! We look forward to being with you soon. 
 
 
 
Your Fellow Traveler, 
 
 
Rev. David J. Powers 
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History of Madison Presbyterian Church 
 

In 1821, the first recorded history of Presbyterians meeting in Madison, Georgia was documented in the Church 
Archives, housed today at Columbia Seminary. For 21 years local Presbyterians met in the courthouse and at 
different schools in town. They were given an acre of land in 1825 by the Inferior Court of Morgan County but they 
did not build on it, choosing to wait and gain members and financial stability. By 1842 the members were ready to 
build. They chose a lot at the corner of South Main and Johnson Street, sold the land they had been given and set 
about building their church. The Sanctuary of Madison Presbyterian Church was built by a skilled architect and 
mason named Daniel Killian. He and the church members decided on the Greek Revival style which was popular at 
the time. 
 
Killian built the church out of brick. He applied stucco over the brick, both on the inside and outside, giving a 
smooth solid appearance. When the building was dedicated on May 28, 1842, the local newspaper reported: “It is a 
small edifice, but in its model, and the neatness and elegance of its finish, it is as near our idea of perfection as a 
building could be made.” The same article describes the exterior plaster as a yellowish color, the side windows 
were large, clear glass that could be opened and the shutters on the façade were dark green. There were three 
windows over the three doors. The windows gave light and doors gave ventilation to the small church. The bell in 
the belfry is original. 
 
The interior was painted a pale green, the benches and woodwork were all stained dark mahogany and the pine 
floors were stained dark. Venetian blinds were on the six side windows to help regulate the light. There was a large 
balcony built for the slaves of members. Similar balconies can be seen in most of the churches built in Madison 
prior to emancipation. The balcony could be accessed from outside and from inside the vestibule. The choir was 
positioned on the back row between the doors. There were no musical instruments. The pulpit area was raised on a 
platform about 3 feet high. The pulpit and the 3 chairs, made of cherry, are original with the original finish. There 
were two astral oil lamps near the pulpit and 4 others on the wall for evening worship. The church was heated by 
two wood or coal burning stoves, one set on the left side, one on the right. Two chimneys can still be seen to the 
rear of the church. 
 
Outstanding features that have been added over the years include the Good Shepherd Window. It was given in 
1908 by Elizabeth Speed, who gave the window in memory of her family - her parents and their four children. Her 
parents were Terrell and Sarah Speed. Mr. Speed was a merchant in Madison and he was also the third Clerk of 
the Session serving many years in that position. The window serves to remind us of their loving service. The six 
beautiful side windows were a dream of the Women of the Church who held many fundraisers to buy them. 
Ultimately Caroline Foster, a very active, wealthy member made their dream come true. Probably the most famous 
elements in our worship service are the Communion Service pieces consisting of a flagon, two goblets and two 
plates. The entire set was taken by Northern troops in November of 1864. The pieces were discovered in 
Savannah. General Slocum had them returned to the church. These precious pieces of history live in the Cultural 
Center Museum but are returned to the church the first Sunday of the month for communion. 
 
Madison Presbyterian Church will celebrate its 200th birthday in 2021 and has survived all the struggles any church 
might ever expect to experience. Members have come and gone over the centuries, all working hard in the 
community to serve and to share. No matter how times have changed, the little church at Main and Johnson stands 
proud, ready to welcome all who enter and to serve those in need. 
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Northeast Georgia Presbytery 
103rd Stated Meeting 
August 17, 2019 – 9:30 a.m. 

at Madison Presbyterian Church, Madison, GA 

Proposed Docket (Revised August 12, 2019) 
  

 Call to Order Rev. Matt Rich 

 Opening Prayer and Call to Worship Rev. Rich 

 One: God declares: “I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh.  
Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy. 

 All: The young shall see visions.  
The elders shall dream dreams. 

 One: Both men and women shall prophesy. 
 All: And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

 Hymn 408                        There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit SWEET, SWEET SPIRIT 

 Welcome Rev. David Powers 

 Declaration of Quorum Rev. Stu Ritter 

 Prayer of Confession  Rev. Rich 

 One: Julian of Norwich spoke these words of faith: 
  “All people who shall be saved, while we are in this world,  

have in us a marvelous mixture of both weal [well-being] and woe…  
By Adam’s fall, our perceptions are so shattered  
that we can hardly find any comfort. Yet we are  
steadfastly protected by Christ, and by the touch of his grace  
we are raised into sure trust of salvation.” 

  With this assurance of pardon, let us confess our sin. 
 All: Without your power, O God, we are lost.  

We have done things you would have us avoid,  
and what you desire, we have not done.  
By your grace, transform our lives;  
guide us into honesty and compassion so that —  
filled with your peace — our dreams and visions  
may be one with yours; through Jesus Christ,  
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 Assurance of Grace 
 One: Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved. 
 All: By the mercy of Christ, our sins are forgiven. 

 Adoption of Docket Rev. Rich 
 Seating of First-time Commissioners,  

   Corresponding Members and Visitors  
 Approval of Minutes 
pg. 5 Stated Clerk’s Report Rev. Ritter 
  • Acceptance of Written Reports for the Record 
pg. 6  • Reminder: Mandatory Boundaries Training  

           Remaining Dates: Sept. 7 & Nov. 2, 2019 and Jan. 4, 2020 
   (two sessions completed since May) 
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  • Presentation of Certificates Honoring Years of Service (5-year increments)  
  • FYI: The Permanent Judicial Commission of Northeast Georgia Presbytery 

    has elected Mary Carden, Moderator, and Susan Spearman, Clerk, to serve 
    through December, 2020. 

pp. 7-8  • FYI: The Synod of South Atlantic has adopted a Statement of Purpose for its work 
    through 2021 (see “Stated Meeting Highlights”) 

pg. 9  • Standing Rules: Time Limits for Speaking 
 General Presbyter’s Report Rev. Hilary Shuford 
pg. 10 Coordinating Team Report Rev. Andy Cooke 
  • Budget/Finance Action Team  
pp. 11-12 Committee on Preparation for Ministry (CPM) Elder Sylvia McDonald 
pp. 13-19 Committee on Ministry (COM) Rev. Mark Harper / Rev. Rindy Trouteaud 
  • Examinations Action Team 
  • Examination of Souvanh Touralack for Ordination as a  

           Minister of the Word and Sacrament, called to serve as Evangelist to the  
           Laotian community, under the auspices of Cornelia First Presbyterian Church 
 • The Examination continues…  

 Scripture Lesson: Acts 1:8 
 Message Never Ashamed Rev. Souvanh Touralack 
  • The Examination concludes with action by the Presbytery 
 Ordination of Souvanh Touralack (if the way be clear)  
  • Constitutional Questions (W-4.0404) 
  • Laying On of Hands and Prayers of Ordination and Installation 
  • Declaration of Ordination and Installation 
  • Charge to the Newly-Ordained Minister of Word and Sacrament 
  • Charge to the Presbytery 
 Hymn 295                  Go to the World! SINE NOMINE 
 Invitation to Generous Giving, in support of “The Backyard” Laotian Ministry 

 Please make checks payable to Northeast Georgia Presbytery 
 Offertory 
 Commissioning of Rev. Cheryl Barnes as a PC(USA) Mission Co-Worker in Malawi   
 Gift of Communion Ware to Columbia Theological Seminary accepted by Julie Bailey 
 Congregational Connections Committee Rev. Doug Friesema 
 Association of Smaller Congregations  Maurine Resch 
pp. 20-21 Presbyterian Student Center Rev. Will Norman 
pg. 22 Nominating Committee Elder Jan Lewis 
 Update from the Presbytery’s Insurer Christopher Goss 
pg. 23 Presbyterian Women Elder Elaine Wiegert 
 Disaster Preparedness Team Rev. Ed Rees 
 Sexual Misconduct Pastoral Response Team Rev. Andy Chambers 

 Updated Child-Youth Protection Policy 

 Quick Announcements   (Please submit requests in advance to the Stated Clerk) 
 Closing Hymn 747                        The Lord Now Sends Us Forth ENVIADO  

 Prayer and Adjournment 

 NEXT STATED MEETING:  
Tuesday, October 15 at Nacoochee Presbyterian Church  
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Stated Clerk’s Report 
August 17, 2019 

This month, most of my report consists of routine items outlined in the Docket. In addition to my ongoing 
responsibilities, I have been assisting the Sexual Misconduct Pastoral Response Team with the mandatory 
“Healthy Boundaries” sessions, two of which have been completed (May 16 at Covenant, Augusta and August 1 at 
First, Milledgeville). We are grateful to the pastors and staff members who have graciously hosted these events. 
Twenty-eight people have participated so far, and three opportunities remain: 

• SEPT. 7, 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. at Covenant, Athens
• NOV. 2, 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. at First, Gainesville
• JAN. 4 (2020), 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. at First, Cornelia

To register or for more information, please contact Andy Chambers (pastorfpccornelia@gmail.com). 

Much of the Stated Clerk’s time is spent helping to solve problems or put out fires, but occasionally I have an 
opportunity to do something truly joyful, and this month’s Presbytery meeting is one of those moments. I am truly 
delighted to recognize Ministers of Word and Sacrament celebrating 5, 10, 15… years of ordained ministry in 2019. 
In fact, this year’s list goes all the way up to 60 years! 
Certificates of Recognition will be presented to: 

• 5 YEARS: Will Norman, Hilary Shuford
• 10 YEARS: Shon Peppers
• 20 YEARS: Lisa Graves, Anna McArthur, Stu Ritter, Alex Stevens
• 25 YEARS: Bob Googe, Mark Harper
• 30 YEARS: Sid Gates, Schley Pease
• 35 YEARS: Blaine Walker
• 40 YEARS: Bruce Lancaster, Monty Nelson, Barbara Rodgers
• 45 YEARS: William Carr, Dave Fahner, Peter Yuh
• 50 YEARS: Gary Bagley, Roe Callaway, Robert Holmes, Mark Tjepkema
• 55 YEARS: Jim Bowden, George Kaulbach, John Kipp, Alex Williams
• 60 YEARS: Gene Norris

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve in such distinguished company. 

Rev. W. Stuart Ritter 
Stated Clerk 
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A MANDATORY training presented by the 

Sexual Misconduct Pastoral Response Team 

Locations, Dates, and Times: 

Covenant Presbyterian Church (Augusta) 
May 16, Noon-3 PM 

First Presbyterian Church Milledgeville 
August 1, 10 AM-1 PM 

Covenant Presbyterian Church (Athens) 
September 7, 10 AM-1 PM 

First Presbyterian Church Gainesville 
November 2, 10 AM-1 PM 

First Presbyterian Church Cornelia 
January 4, 2020, 10 AM-1 PM 

Healthy  
Boundaries 101 
For Clergy, Spiritual Teachers, 
and Lay Leaders

Cost: $10 (includes LUNCH) 

Please RSVP: pastorfpccornelia@gmail.com 
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SYNOD OF SOUTH ATLANTIC 
33RD STATED MEETING 

MAY 2 - 3, 2019 
HIGHLIGHTS 

 
Commissioners, Presbytery Leaders, Presbytery Stated Clerks and Guests gathered at the New Life 
Presbyterian Church in College Park, Georgia to discuss the mission and purpose of the Synod. The Rev. 
Dr. Laurie J. Ferguson, coach, consultant and psychologist, facilitated the discussion.   
Round tables of discussion considered the question, “What is God calling the Synod of South Atlantic to 
focus upon?”  Topics of discussion included leadership development, support around Presbytery leaders, 
new pastors, those in regional ministries, and a consideration of the audience. Discussion of traditional 
roles, local demographics, grassroots movements, the need for a greater connection, and the use of 
technology helped to shape the final motion.  The following was agreed upon: 

 
• Motion 1: (adopted May 3, 2019) 

In community, through connections and relationships, the purpose of the Synod of South Atlantic through 
2021 is to: 
 Ensure full integration of diversity in all of its life and work; 

Equip and empower transformational leadership; 
Provide for mutual enrichment among the leadership of our 16 presbyteries; and, 
Use innovative technology to accomplish its purpose, model effective communication 
strategies, and share best practices. 

 
• Motion 2: (adopted May 3, 2019) 

By December 31, 2019, the Executive Administrative Commission (EAC) shall oversee a 
process to develop an implementation plan. 
 

The synod committee chairs offered reports of their work during the past year. 
Former Moderator, the Rev. Dr. Joan Wooten, preached a sermon relevant to the Synod’s new direction, 
with the question, “What Shall We Do?” 
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POLICY REGARDING 
TIME LIMIT FOR PERSONS SPEAKING (Debate) AT PRESBYTERY MEETINGS 

(Approved by Presbytery October 23, 2007) 
(Note: Presbytery can set aside such a rule when it deems necessary.) 

When speaking at a Presbytery meeting: 
1. Individuals are limited to speaking once and for no more than three minutes during discussion of

a matter. 

2. A bell may be used to signal when the speaker is near and at the end of his/her time.

3. Moderator alternates between “pro” and “con”.

4. No one may speak more than once until every person who wishes to speak has had an opportunity
to do so.

5. Presbytery may set a maximum time for debating an issue.
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Report of the Coordinating Team 
Andy Cooke, Chair 

The Coordinating Team (CT) met on July 30, 2019 via Zoom conference call.  They took the following actions and 
are making the following recommendations to presbytery. 

For Information: 
1. Discussed the responsibility of the Coordinating Team to name three nominees for the Nominating

Committee (class of 2022) at the October presbytery meeting.
2. Heard an update on the decentralization of the presbytery office.
3. Discussed a review and update of Coordinating Team Handbook.
4. Heard a report from the Budget and Finance Initiative Team/Treasurer.
5. Heard a report about Anita Green’s continuing education and APA certification.
6. Heard reports from the Committee on Ministry, Committee on Preparation for Ministry, Congregational

Connections Committee, Clergy Care Committee, and Black Presbyterian Caucus.
7. Heard a report from the General Presbyter.
8. Discussed and developed the docket for the August 2019 stated meeting of Northeast Georgia Presbytery.
9. Next meeting will be on September 24 at 10:00 a.m.

Actions: 
1. Reaffirmed a corporate resolution that Brock Burnett, Leslye Queen, Stu Ritter, and Hilary Shuford be

named signatories on the First American Bank and Trust account and other previous signatories be
removed.

2. Approved the application for $600 from international mission funds from Cornelia First Presbyterian Church
to help build a well at Our Journey Sunshine Junior Academy in Njoro, Kenya.

3. Approved a recommendation from BFIT to give $3000 from the Justice and Peacemaking Fund to Cheryl
Barnes to purchase office furniture as she begins her service in Malawi.

4. Voted to direct the offering at the August 2019 stated meeting of Northeast Georgia Presbytery be given to
The Backyard new worshipping community.

Recommendations: 
1. none
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Report from the Committee on Preparation for Ministry (CPM) 
Prepared for the August 17, 2019 Presbytery Meeting 

Sylvia McDonald. Chair 
 

 
The CPM met on July 16, 2019 at Jefferson Presbyterian Church, Jefferson.  The members of the CPM express 
our deep appreciation to Rev. John Kipp for his years of service as a member of the CPM.  John’s wisdom, 
kindness, and compassion have been a guide for the committee for many years.  Our prayers continue for John as 
he faces health challenges 
 
The committee met with John McCrosky to review his career assessment report.  John is progressing well at 
Columbia Seminary. 
 
The committee met with Olivia Patterson to consider her request to advance to candidacy.  Olivia first met with the 
CPM in July of 2018 for enrollment as an inquirer.  At that time, the change in policy requiring a career assessment 
be completed prior to being enrolled as an inquirer was just being implemented.  Olivia had not had ample time to 
complete the career assessment prior to the July meeting.  For that reason, the CPM voted (at the July 2018 
meeting) to enroll Olivia pending review of her career assessment report in September, 2018.  Olivia is enrolled in 
seminary at Princeton University and she has continued to refine her sense of call.  At the July 2019 meeting the 
CPM examined Olivia Patterson for advancement to candidacy.  After a time of examination and discussion, the 
CPM voted unanimously to recommend Olivia Patterson to the Presbytery for advancement to candidacy. 
 
Recommendation: 
 The Committee on Preparation for Ministry recommends Olivia Patterson for advancement to candidacy at 
the August 2019 Presbytery meeting.  Olivia’s statement of faith can be found with this report.   
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Faith Statement 
Olivia Hartley Patterson 

I believe in the triune God, the mystery identified in Scripture as three persons—the one Jesus called “Father,” 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. God created the world in order for humanity and creation to be in relationship with God 
and one another. Like a parent, God knows and loves all of creation. God is love and teaches us to love. God’s love 
is perfect—not controlling, but unconditional and full of grace. 

Unlike God, humanity does not love perfectly. In our freedom, we sin, and sin separates us from God. Though 
there are consequences for sin, God does not hand down punishments, but is with us in the midst of suffering and 
evil. Through sin, humanity’s relationship with God was broken, and only God had the power to heal it. Out of grace 
and mercy, God came into the world through Christ to restore the relationship between God and humanity. 

God walked among us, uniquely embodied in the person of Jesus the Christ. Christ experienced both the joy 
and the suffering of humanity. Christ taught us how to love in word and in deed. On the cross, Christ showed the 
world what grace looked like. Through Christ’s resurrection, God conquered sin and evil through the power of love. 

God was revealed as the Holy Spirit at Pentecost and remains present among us today. At Pentecost, the Spirit 
brought God’s people together despite difference and invited them into relationship. From that time until today, the 
Spirit makes us aware of God’s presence and works through us to bring the kingdom of heaven near. 

Just as Christ called the disciples, God calls everyone to ministry and service. As the church universal, we are 
called to worship God, to interpret Scripture, and to practice the sacraments together. As participants in God’s 
creation, we are all called to work for justice, to welcome the stranger, to care for creation, and to love everyone as 
Christ loved us. 

Scripture is the basis of our faith and continues to impact us today. Inspired by God and recorded by humans, 
Scripture tells the history of our faith and shows us who God is. When we read Scripture in inclusive community, 
through the revelation of Christ’s life and death, and with the guidance of the Spirit, it speaks truth into our lives and 
witnesses to God’s power, love, and grace. 

The sacraments of baptism and communion were established by Christ and serve as visible signs of God’s 
grace. These sacred practices connect us with the community of saints and allow us to uniquely experience the 
presence of Christ in our midst. Baptism reminds us that we belong to God and that the church holds us in faith. 
Communion reminds us that God experienced humanity, suffered for us, and conquered sin through grace. The 
sacraments are open to all and bind us together through our identity in Christ. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY TEAM 
Mark Harper and Rindy Trouteaud, Co-chairs 

 
The Committee on Ministry Team met on June 13 and July 11, 2019 at Covenant Presbyterian Church in Athens, 
Georgia.  
 
INFORMATION:  
 
The Committee on Ministry Team: 

1. Received liaison reports from the Belle Terrace Presbyterian Church, First Presbyterian Church, Cleveland, 
First Presbyterian Church, Winder, Monticello Presbyterian Church, New Hope Presbyterian Church, and 
Eatonton Presbyterian Church. 

 
ACTIONS: 
The Committee on Ministry Team: 

1. Approved the Interim Pastor Covenant Agreement between the Rev. Nathan Wheeler and the First 
Presbyterian Church, Winder, effective August 1, 2019.  

2. Approved the request of the First Presbyterian Church, Winder session to grant the Rev.  Nathan Wheeler 
permission to labor within the bounds of the Northeast Georgia Presbytery, effective August 1, 2019. 

3. Approved the Ministry Information Form of the Monticello Presbyterian Church for uploading on the 
denomination’s Church Leadership Connection website.   

4. Approved the appointment of the Rev. Brock Burnett as moderator of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Elberton session, effective July 1, 2019. 

5. Approved the appointment of the Rev. Peter Yuh as moderator of the New Hope Presbyterian Church 
session, effective July 1, 2019. 

6. Approved the Contract Non-installed Pastor Agreement between the Rev. Rindy Trouteaud and Covenant 
Presbyterian Church, Athens, effective July 1, 2019. 

7. Approved a COM partnership with the session of the Eatonton Presbyterian Church for the purpose of 
resolving issues regarding Board of Pensions participation dues. 

8. Updated The Pulpit Supply List of the Northeast Georgia Presbytery, adding the Rev. Mary Jane Cornell, 
member of Greater Atlanta Presbytery, and the Rev. Neely Rentz Lane, member of Sheppards and Lapsley 
Presbytery, both with permission to labor within the bounds of Northeast Georgia Presbytery. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS:  
The Committee on Ministry Team recommends Northeast Georgia Presbytery approval of: 

1. The transfer of the membership of the Rev. Nathan Wheeler from the Charlotte Presbytery to the Northeast 
Georgia Presbytery, effective August 17, 2019. 

2. The transfer of the membership of the Rev. Tom Coop, Honorably Retired, from the San Jose Presbytery to 
the Northeast Georgia Presbytery, effective August 17, 2019. 

3. The examination for ordination of Souvanh Touralack as Evangelist to the Laotian Community, and, if the 
way be clear, the ordination of Souvanh Touralack as Evangelist to the Laotian Community at the August 
17, 2019 stated meeting of the Northeast Georgia Presbytery. 
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Statement of Faith 
Rev. Nathan Wheeler 

 
I believe that God is one being existing in three persons: God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. I 
accept the creeds of Nicaea and Constantinople as expressions of the relatedness of the Godhead. 

 
I believe God created both heaven and earth, and that all humans are created in God’s image—male and female. 
I believe that God providentially cares for the entire creation. 

 
I believe Jesus Christ is the eternal, begotten Son of God, conceived by the Holy Spirit. 
Jesus is fully God and fully man. Through Jesus Christ, everyone has the opportunity to know the character and 
heart of God. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life. The Holy Spirit illuminates our understanding of the 
Scriptures and does the continuing work of sanctification in the life of every believer. The Holy Spirit calls and 
equips Christians for ministry to the world. 

 
I believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament to be inspired by the Holy Spirit and, as such, are the 
Word of God written. Through the Scriptures, we encounter Jesus Christ, the incarnate Word of God. 

 
I believe that sin entered the world through Adam and individually by choice, thus, we are subject to God’s 
judgment. I believe that Jesus is the atoning sacrifice for our sins and the sins of the whole world. Our Lord, who 
knew no sin, became sin for us so that in Christ we might become the righteousness of God. I believe that the 
way of salvation and the forgiveness of sins are through trusting in the merits of Christ’s atoning death and 
resurrection alone. 

 
I believe in salvation by grace through faith, and this is not of ourselves, but is the gift of God, not by works, so 
that no one can boast. I believe that God has called the church, as the body of Christ, to imitate the mission which 
Jesus fulfilled, namely to preach the Gospel, to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight to the 
blind, to release the oppressed, and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. 

 
I believe in two sacraments: Holy Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. These are visible signs of the invisible grace of 
God imparted to us. Through the waters of Baptism, our Lord claims us and welcomes us into God’s covenant 
family. During Holy Communion, Jesus spiritually communes with the church and strengthens our faith. Through 
these sacraments, we remember and celebrate the saving acts of God through the One who lived, died and was 
resurrected from the tomb on the third day—Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

 
I firmly stand on the grace of God in all aspects of my life. I am saved by grace, live by grace, and preach grace. I 
desire above all things to exhibit grace in all my relationships and model God’s grace in Jesus Christ. 
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Brief Spiritual Journey of Nathan Wheeler 
 
My Spiritual Journey begins in a home where a mother would get her three children ready each Sunday to take 
them to Worship, Sunday School, children’s then youth group, vacation Bible school, and anything else church 
related. My mom was both participant and leader in these activities, so it was natural for her children to be with her. 
An assignment I would receive from Sunday School would be to memorize a Bible passage, John 3:16, and my 
mother and I spend many hours as I learned to recite it from memory. This would become a foundational verse in 
my walk with God. 
 

In my junior year of High School our church, First Presbyterian Church, Warner Robins, GA, would host a Lay 
Witness Mission where a team of people would come to the church to share about what God has done for them in 
their life. It was a weekend filled with meetings and meals and inspirational talks. My family would open our home to 
one of the families. The Odum family consisted of a husband and wife and a daughter, Cindy, who was college age, 
and who would befriend me. Through our discussions, Cindy would share with me that the difference between 
heaven and hell was about 18-inches. The distance between one’s head and one’s heart. It was the distance 
between knowing about Jesus versus knowing Jesus relationally and this relationship is the central meaning to the 
verse of John 3:16 which I had memorized years before. These conversations would lead me to surrender all that I 
understood myself to be unto all I understood God to be on Sunday, April 11, 1976. My desire was and is to learn 
and to follow Jesus wherever He leads. Thus, the beginnings of one’s greatest adventure! 
 

This adventure with Jesus would be enhanced, nourished, and encouraged to grow alongside many other 
adventures in their quest to follow Jesus. I would sense a call to the ministry but chose to pursue Electrical 
Engineering, my father’s work, and computer science. In my senior year of college I would again sense the call to 
ministry and I decided to follow this call asking God to lead the way. Upon graduating I would begin a career as 
computer programmer for a local hospital and then was reacquainted with the person who would become my 
blessing, my love, and my wife, Sherri. She and I began to be the youth leaders in my home church, First 
Presbyterian, shortly after our wedding on April 12, 1985. It was with this group of youth that I once again felt the 
call to ministry, not part time—after work, but rather full time—teaching and experiencing fellowship with Christ 
Jesus with youth who are asking and learning to begin their adventure with Jesus. 
 

Upon speaking with my Pastor, Bud Little, he advised that I attend seminary to become an ordained minister and 
then to focus in youth ministry. His counsel had foresight that most likely God was leading me towards church 
leadership where youth ministry was only the beginning. So, I found myself in Greek School at Columbia Seminary 
that summer, with Sherri at my side. 
 

Upon my graduation in 1990 I would begin serving our Lord as Associate Pastor to Bethel Presbyterian Church, 
Cornelius, NC working with Youth and their Families. Here I would continue to build upon lessons learned while at 
seminary and leadership work with Young Life. From Young Life I would learn the principle of earning the right to 
speak into the lives of others by listening to their story, standing with them in their pursuit to understand themselves 
and their place in the world, and to be a fellow sojourner in learning and following Christ. 
 

Knowing I was not a “born” leader fueled a passionate search to better understand how to lead people, but mostly 
other leaders. I began to learn from John Maxwell leadership principles which both guide and give correction to me 
to this day. The first principle, much like the Young Life “earning the right to speak,” which grounds me is, “People 
don’t care how much you know until they know how much you care.” This principle has helped and challenged me, 
as an off the chart introvert leader, to share my caring for people. To understand that sharing my head and study 
knowledge does not necessarily translate to folk that I care about their day to day living joys and sorrows. 
 

Along the way of interacting with people, trying to learn of their hurts and fears, along with my own, I would come to 
discover another guiding principle: “Hurting people hurt people.” It is the truly rare person who intentionally desires 
to hurt someone on a day to day basis. Yet because of internal turmoil, misunderstandings, and past histories, that 
which had created a wound to one’s heart remains tender and guarded. As a Pastor, learning how to receive God’s 
grace for my heart wounds is a continual spiritual discipline in how to give grace to others, and a cycle of learning 
and failing how to teach grace, live grace, and extend grace to each person I have privilege to encounter. 
 

The older I get the more I realize the need to trust God in all things. For God is the guest at every meal, observer in 
every home, and present in every conversation. That I fail my Lord often, yet the glorious good-news is God never 
fails, always upholds the covenant, and remains trustworthy in love, grace, and reconciliation. Thanks be to God 
the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit for pursuing me and drawing me closer in relationship. 
 

My spiritual journey is continually renewed in the daily hope and wonder of asking, “God, what will we be doing 
today?” 
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Tom Coop        STATEMENT OF FAITH 
 
Mine is a simple faith. But it also is a working document that changes and matures as I do for the rest of my life. It is 
based on the two great commandments that Jesus taught the Pharisees. “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” And “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” (Matt. 
22:37 and 39). Indeed, I believe that love will be the subject of our interview with God at the end of time. I believe 
that we are called to show our love for God through being servants of and to one another. 
 
I believe in the triune God: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit (although I admit I don’t think I will 
ever fully understand it). Although I believe that all of us are created in the image of God, I also know that all of us 
are wounded and damaged by sin, both individually and corporately.  This sin breaks the shalom God created for 
us. Because God truly loves us more than we could ever love ourselves, God came to earth in the person of Jesus 
Christ to reclaim the world and its people.  Jesus freely suffered, was crucified, and is risen, thereby offering 
healing and wholeness to a broken world. Through the atonement of Jesus Christ, salvation and eternal life are 
now available to all. They are a free gift, a gift of grace, a gift of God’s love for us. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit who testifies to us of those things God would have us know.  The Spirit is a companion 
who inspires me, informs me, leads me, heals me, and comforts me. The Spirit engages me as I read scripture, 
pray, preach and go out into the world and attempt to live out my Christian faith. 
 
I believe in that God gave us scripture as the foundational blueprint through which to build our lives and our faith. I 
believe that God speaks to us through the Scriptures and continues to speak to us today through the church, 
through interaction with one another and through personal revelation. I believe that God is an active participant in 
my life as I let God in and listen. 
 
I believe that God calls the church, and the community of faith, to affirm and work towards the full equality of all 
people. I also believe that God celebrates the diversity that exists in our world. God calls us to serve the poor, the 
disenfranchised, the downtrodden, and the forgotten in our world. Often this requires us to make hard choices, 
sometimes unpopular choices. 
 
I believe that in baptism we are born into a new family, incorporated into the church. Through the one-time 
sacrament of baptism we are washed, renewed, and bathed in God’s grace. We continue to participate in God’s 
grace as we celebrate the Lord‘s Supper, sacramentally remembering Jesus’ life, death, resurrection, and his 
promise to return. And through this sacrament, we are continually united with Jesus Christ and are strengthened as 
the community of faith. 
 
I believe that as we live out our love for God and neighbor we are called, as it state in the Book of Order, to 
proclaim the Gospel for the salvation of humankind; to shelter, nurture, and provide spiritual fellowship for one 
another; to worship God alone and in community; to promote social righteousness; and to be a light to others of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. I trust in God’s final restoration of all things and look forward to fellowship with God in the new 
heaven and the new earth. 
 
Above all, I believe that God love me (and all of us). God cares personally for me (and for all of us) and has called 
me to share my gifts and talents with God’s people in love and compassion. 
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Tom Coop 
MY JOURNEY OF FAITH 

 
I was born to Christian parents. We went to church fairly regularly as I recall during my childhood. We were 
members of the United Church of Christ.  And although I didn’t fight them re going to church, I lived up to my name 
“doubting Thomas.”  I was not sure about religion in general and God in particular. 
 
In college I joined the Mormon church. I remembering praying about whether that was where God wanted me to be 
and I felt a strong nudge in that direction. I even served two years as a missionary. But my doubts were still with me 
and I continued to question my faith and where (if anywhere) God was leading me.  
 
After I returned from my mission, I finally parted ways with the Mormons.  They were just too black and white, while 
I lived in the gray.  My parents, by this time, were members of a local 2500 member PCUSA church in the San 
Francisco Bay Area. They invited me to church, I started to attend and eventually joined. I was active in the church 
and was even an elder. That was a humbling experience. 
 
Ten years later, still active in church, I was leading the church’s singles ministry, and we decided to provide a 
single’s worship service. It was during this time that I felt God’s call to me towards ministry. I fought it for a while, 
but then relented and went to San Francisco Theological Seminary. While there my doubts again reared their head, 
but I pushed through, eventually graduating in 1997. 
 
My first call was to a church in Texas as an associate pastor.  Having spent most of my life in California, it was 
definitely culture shock, however, it was a wonderful experience. I had a very warm and affirming senior pastor and 
while many first call pastors struggled with either their congregation or their colleagues, I never did. 
 
Four years later I accepted a call to a small church in San Jose, California. I served that church for seventeen years 
till I retired in February of this year. During my time in San Jose I served as Moderator of the Presbytery, a member 
of the Committee on Ministry, a member and chair of the Committee on Preparation for Ministry, and participated in 
many community organizations, including Kairos prison ministry and the Walk to Emmaus. 
 
I continue to challenge and question my faith at times, but am grateful for my doubts because it, in the end, 
strengthens me. 
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Statement of Faith                                                             Souvanh Touralack 
 
I believe God created us, the universe and everything in it out of His compassion. God loves us so much He created 
humans in His own image. Since He is my creator, I worship Him, following His commandments, praise Him and love 
Him with all my heart. Furthermore, I trusted Him with all my heart and I will lean to all His teaching.  
 
I believe that Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord Who conceived by the Holy Spirit.  He born of the Virgin Mary. I 
affirm that Jesus Christ is our Lord that is fully human and fully divine. 
   
I believe Christ crucified, died, and buried. He wants to justify and sanctify for all our sins so we can have eternal life. 
I affirm that He resurrected and will come to judge us all. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit which is working amongst us. The Holy Spirit which is in our prayers, 
Worship, Baptism, Scripture, communion table and surroundings.  As we quest His presence in unity, He is always 
amongst us. Through the Holy Spirit, God’s continuing to present and speak to us especially in baptism. 
 
I believe in the Holy Trinity that God is three persons. One God in three Divine Persons, yet are One.  
 
I believe in the word of sacrament as a sign and seal of God’s work. I believe the Scripture is God’s message that 
speak, teach and command us in the past, present and future. In the Scripture, God is teaching us how to worship, 
prayers and cleansing our spirits. Through Scripture and through Him alone, we can be save and have eternal live.  
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Autobiography of Faith Journey Souvanh Touralack 

July 16, 1973. My mother Peng Touralack gave birth to a tiny little boy with a black hair and brown eyes in 
Vientiane, Laos. She named him Souvanh Touralack. 

As I grew up in Vientiane, Laos. Christian religion I have never heard. I remembered vividly the only religion I knew 
in Laos was Buddhism. I attended temple and practicing Buddhism with my grandmother one time a month. 

Late 1979, after the Vietnam War, persecution began to those who aid the United States of America. My father 
who served with the CIA. He decided to escape from Laos. My parents cautiously planned for many months with 
countless prayers. The possibilities of guns down in the middle of Mekong River became reality. I saw many 
people killed like animals in slaughter house. Children and adults bodies floated along the Mekong River. Thank 
God! We crossed the Mekong River successful without getting shot. 

After escaped in to Thailand, our family held in Thailand refugee camp among the refugees. During our captured, 
my parents took us to worship. I remembered a man taught us about Jesus Christ. He wore white robe with a 
white collar wrapped around his neck. He taught us that there are two things we must do before we can enter 
heaven. One to ask forgiveness of sins through Jesus Christ, baptized in His name and by citing the Lord 
Prayers. Second remember the Ten Commandments and to live lives according to these principles. 

My younger sister, younger brother, my parents and I baptized a few years later. We kneeled across from green 
pond with an awful smell from the water. We kneeled from a younger sibling to the oldest which was my father. 
Father baptized us as we were kneeling down. During my baptism, I felt changes came upon my body. I felt love 
and hope. 

Nearly three years in Thailand refugee camp, in 1983, we arrived to United State in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. We 
continued to worship God. I cite the Lord prayer daily especially before I sleep each night. I based my decision and 
living according to the Ten Commandments from a child until today. 

Middle summer of 1986, we moved from South Philadelphia to Northeast Georgia. We attended Saint Mark 
Catholic church through my middle and high school. While in high school, I played football. I attended Christian 
fellowship of Athletics every Wednesday night. 

In 1990, we moved from Saint Mark to First Presbyterian Church of Cornelia. In 1994, I took a confirmation class 
and became a member of First Presbyterian Church of Cornelia. At FPC where I became mutuality with my faith. I 
attended Southeast Asia Lay Training along with Dr. James Oudom at Austin Seminary. The Southeast Asia Lay 
Training taught by professors at Austin Seminary. After three years, I graduated. But, I continued to attend 
Southeast Asia Lay Training for many years. I volunteer and substitute for Dr. James Oudom as needed to lead 
and to sermon to the Lao People. 

While serving in the United State Navy and working in Law Enforcement, I saw many tragedies. I saw children and 
elders have been abusive. During cases I investigated, I acknowledges that many children have not accept Christ 
as their personal savior. I cried and felt heartbroken for the children. I always remember Jesus said that children 
are the purest and let them come to Him. I prayers God to let me help Him save these abusive children and 
injustice elderly. 

While attending Columbia at night and working full time during the day, I acknowledges to serve God means to 
sacrifice at all cost. I drove from Cornelia to Columbia twice a week at 344 miles each week. During my five years 
of traveling, I was never tie or complain one time because God has done more for me in my life that I don’t 
deserve. 
After graduating from Columbia, I waited eagerly to serve Christ but the call never comes. I continue to volunteer 
with youth group then adult Bible school at First Presbyterian Church of Cornelia. At adult Bible School, I teach 
both the Lao and American. I acknowledge and notice that Lao people come to know Christ blindly and naked. 
They came to Christ as second religion and still confuse where they are as Christian. 
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Presbyterian Campus Ministry, Inc. 
Report to Presbytery of Northeast Georgia 

Submitted July 29, 2019  
by Will Norman, Campus Minister 

 
Ministry Updates 
 
The New Academic/Program Year began on August 14th. Welcome emails have gone out to over 50 new 
freshman who visited the PSC table at Orientation this summer. During this year’s Welcome Week (Aug. 12-16) we 
hosted events every day for new and returning students. Our regular program year begins on Tuesday with our 
weekly program, Word & Table. 
 
We have ten (10) Student Ministers, who will be going on a leadership and planning retreat at the end of this 
month to put the finishing touches on the upcoming year of ministry. Students serve in the following positions: 
 
Emmaline Michael President  & Board Rep. 

Roswell Presbyterian 
Clark Henderson VP/Treasurer, Board Rep, Worship 

FPC Statesboro GA 
Emma Peacock Secretary, Interfaith & Ecumenical Relations 

Oconee Presbyterian 
Bobby Jones Connections 

Madison Presbyterian 
Margaret Orr Graduate Ministry 

Media Presbyterian, Media, PA 
Chris Mokros Jr. Community 

Roswell Presbyterian 
Jack Brock Good Neighbor 

Oakhurst Presbyterian, Decatur, GA 
Emma Atchley Community 

Oconee Presbyterian 
Leighton Parker Storyteller 

FPC LaGrange GA 
AnnaBeth Dyar Hospitality 

No current church membership 
 
The Waddel Fellowship Committee has hired Haley Lerner as this year’s Waddel Intern. Haley recently 
graduated from Candler School of Theology with her M.Div, and is a candidate in the ordination process with the 
United Church of Christ (UCC). We are thrilled to welcome Haley for a number of reasons; important among them 
is the transformation of this yearly internship to being held by a person with formal theological training.  
 
At the submission of this report, we have received six (6) applications for Waddel Fellowships, and eight (8) 
applications for Placement sites. The max number of Fellows this year is 8, so we’re nearly full, and still seeking the 
last two Fellows. 
 
Regular Volunteer Opportunities at the PSC include providing our weekly dinner for 30-40 students. This year, 
that dinner takes place at 7pm on Tuesday nights, before worship. Groups providing dinner are welcome to join in 
the eating, as well as the worship that follows. Find more information and sign your group up to provide a dinner at 
www.pscuga.org/worship. Other volunteer opportunities will be announced through the Presbytery Newsletter as 
they come up.  
Board Updates 
The addition of two student board representatives began this month.  

● Emmaline Michael, a UGA senior from Roswell GA; and  
● Clark Henderson, a UGA sophomore from Statesboro GA,  

will serve on the Board through our May meeting. 
 
The representative from Commerce Presbyterian Church, Jackie Bishoff, has resigned from the board for personal 
reasons, and will not be replaced until the new calendar year.  
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Discussion has begun on adding a 12th term position to the board to maintain equal class sizes, and may be 
decided by the time of this meeting of Presbytery. 

Financial Updates 

The 2019 Annual Budget was approved at an ~18% increase over last year, thanks in large part to increased 
congregational giving ($9,100 in new giving so far, $7,500 coming from outside of NEGA Presbytery), and 
increased parking and rental fees (~$7,000 additional parking, ~$14,000 additional property rental). This is 
something to celebrate, and gives our board reason to believe that as we work to further increase visibility in 
PC(USA) congregations across the state, the PSC will continue to see budget increases, and by the grace of God, 
a furtherance of the faithful ministry in years to come.  

At the same time, however, individual giving has significantly decreased (as is often the case in seasons of pastoral 
transition). Paired with the unexpected, mid-year departure of one of our regular renters, the loss of income has 
resulted in a projected budget shortfall of about $15,000.  

Our remedy for this shortfall is multifaceted, with a primary focus on developing new, financially sustaining mission 
partnerships with congregations, PW groups, and Sunday School Classes.  

If your congregation (or group/class) is not currently contributing financially to the PSC, I hope you’ll give me the 
opportunity to come share with you in worship, or present to your Session, Mission Committee, Circle or Class. We 
whole-heartedly believe that investment in campus ministry is investment in the present and future of the church. 
Look for me next to the big Presbyterian Student Center banner during lunch or following the meeting to learn 
more, and set up a visit. And thank you for your support of Presbyterian Campus Ministry. 

Respectfully Submitted 
Will Norman, Campus Minister 

The Presbyterian Student Center at UGA is, by the grace of God: 
A community of belonging for all students, 

A beacon of hope in the world 
Your [children’s] spiritual home away from home 
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Report of the Nominating Committee 

In compliance with the By Laws of the Presbyterian Student Center on the campus of the University of Georgia, 
the Nominating Committee presents for Presbytery’s approval new Student Board Members for the academic 
year 2019 - 2020. 

They are: 

Emmaline Michael a member of Roswell Presbyterian Church and 

Clark Henderson a member of First Presbyterian Church of Statesboro. 

Both will serve from August 14, 2019 till May 4, 2020. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jan Lewis, Chair 
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Northeast Georgia Presbyterian Women 
August 17, 2019 

Elaine Wiegert, Moderator 

On August 24, 2019 the annual workshop for the Horizons Bible Study and officer training will be held at Covenant 
Presbyterian in Athens. The Kairos Singers will lead the music for the day’s activities. The keynote speaker for the 
event is Rev. Joan Stevens. The topic of Rev. Stevens’ session will be Sabbath Keeping. Following the plenary 
session, several workshops will be offered. The workshops include   

• An introduction to the Horizon’s Bible Study Love Carved in Stone. A Fresh Look at the Ten
Commandments by Eugenia Gamble;

• An introduction to Kairos ministries;
• Making Awareness Bracelets; and
• Officer Training for Moderators and Treasurers

The registration fee for the annual workshops is three (3) new standard-sized wash cloths. These wash cloths will 
be used in the PDA personal hygiene kits that will be assembled at the Triennial Gathering of Presbyterian Women 
in October. Featured Mission Partners are Mission Haven and Columbia Friendship Circle. To register for the 
August Workshop, contact Julie Usry at usryj@comcast.net. 

The Triennial Gathering of Presbyterian Women from the Synod of South Atlantic will be held at Epworth by the 
Sea, St. Simons Island October 25-27, 2019. Georgia is the host state this year. All Presbyterian Women are 
encouraged to attend. Those Presbyterian Women from our Presbytery attending will be reimbursed $250 from the 
Beth Duncan Fund. This reimbursement includes the $100 registration fee and $150 toward travel and lodging. 
Rooms may be reserved through Epworth via 
https://epworthbythesea.org/events/. Registration forms can be downloaded at https://pwsosa.com/2019-synod-
gathering/. A late fee of $10.00 will be added to registrations received after September 15, 2019. 

The Coordinating Team continues to use Zoom video conferencing for regular planning sessions. 
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NEGA BPC REPORT JULY 30 2019 
SUBMITTED BY ELDER ROBERT PATTEN 

PRESIDENT NEGA BPC 
 
The 45th Biennial Convention was held June 27-29, 2019 at the Atlanta Marriott Buckhead Hotel in Atlanta. The 
theme was “Seeking Racial Justice and Equity! Where Do We Go From Here?” citing Amos 5:24. 
 

THE THREE PLENARIES 
 
Plenary I: “THE STRUCTURE AND PRAXIS OF CAUCUSING” presented by the President, Rev. Dr. Thomas J. Priest, Jr.  
In this presentation Rev. Priest restated our mission to serve Jesus Christ, and enrich black Presbyterian 
congregations and their communities through our commitment to Congregational enhancement, advocacy, social 
and racial justice; and challenge the PC USA when it fails to take seriously the needs of the poor, oppressed, and 
disenfranchised. 

He also reminded us that the purpose of the NBPC is to enable, equip and empower people of the African 
Diaspora, in dealing with current issues that adversely affect or can actually enhance their lives with in the PC USA 
and society.   
 
He gave the following answers to the question: WHY IS CAUCUSING IMPORTANT?  

1) it challenges power constructs to effect change 
2) it creates organized member participation to establish voice and vote that ultimately affects power 
constructs. 
3) it unifies participation around a common purpose and mission. 

 
In answering the theme question: WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE? the 224th Gen. assembly resolution: peace, with 
racial justice and equity at all times! was given. 
 
  
Plenary II: Being Led by the Spirit – Helping Chapters and Congregations Rethink Their Mission and Calling” 
which was led by Rev. Aisha Brooks-Lytle, Executive Presbyter, Greater Atlanta Presbytery. 
The main information to be forwarded coming out of this session was that each church in your chapter is to digitize 
their history and to forward that history to the office in Philadelphia as soon as possible.  
 
Plenary III: “SEEKING RACIAL JUSTICE AND EQUITY” which was led by Rev. T. Denise Anderson, former co-moderator 
of the PCUSA, and now the Coordinator of Racial and Intercultural Justice Compassion, Peace and Justice / Racial 
Equity & Women’s Intercultural Ministries Presbyterian Mission Agency. 
 
Leading off the discussion, Rev. Anderson asked this question of the audience: “What are some of your hopes and 
fears when it comes to dismantling racism in the church?”  
 
The first person to answer this question said that he feared the loss of his “civility”.  
 
The second person’s answer was so very striking to me: that “as we become more and more multicultural, they will 
do the same thing to us that integration did, and we’ll lose ourselves in the process and lose our culture and our 
identity.” 
 
The third person responding said: “It is important for the church to realize how deeply embedded racism is. It is 
easy for the church to try to offset that by saying that there were well meaning intentions; but if they are embedded 
in racism then the reality is still there. And we cannot continue to soft-peddle it, overlook it, or deny it because it is 
there. And systemically it is still there.” 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
The worship services were not only informative and instructive, they were so Spirit filled. 
The message at the Pioneer Luncheon was delivered by The Rev. T. Denise Anderson. 
The opening worship service message was delivered by The Rev. Kathryn Threadgill. 
The memorial banquet speaker was The Rev. Dr. Diane Givens-Moffett. 
The closing worship service message was delivered by the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly, Rev. Dr. J. 
Herbert Nelson II. 
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Getting in Shape Fiscally 
A financial planning seminar 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

How “fiscally fit” are you? This one-day 
seminar is for plan members and seminarians 
looking to get their financial house in order. 
Attend and learn about: 
 

• money danger signals and building budgets, 
• terms of call and clergy taxes basics, 
• debt reduction, saving, and investing, and 
• estate planning basics. 

 
About Board University Education Seminars 
 

Do you have questions about retirement, taxes, 
financial planning, or terms of call? Board 
University can help.  
 
Attend our financial and retirement planning 
seminars led by Board of Pensions experts, and 
leave with answers, better questions, and trusted 
resources. 
 
Note: Board University programs educate and inform 
attendees. Participants are encouraged to seek 
professional advice and counsel for specific tax and 
legal questions. 

Key Seminar Details: 
 

Thursday, October 17, 2019 
Columbia Theological Seminary 
Decatur, GA 
8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., ET 
 
Sponsored by The Center of Lifelong Learning, 
Columbia Theological Seminary 
 
• Seating limit: 30 registrants 
• Board’s registration fee: None 
• Meal fee: $8.96 per person for lunch and 

refreshments 
• Lodging: See registration site for options 
• Confirmations include pre-seminar work and 

meal fee payment instructions. 
 
Registration Information: 
 

• Registration closes September 30. 
 

Secure Board of Pensions registration site:  
http://www.cvent.com/d/dyq1xf 

Have questions about the seminar?  
Contact the Board of Pensions at 800-PRESPLAN. 

Learning through the stages of your life. 
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Growing into Tomorrow … Today 
A retirement planning seminar 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Planning for retirement can be challenging. 
This two-day seminar is for plan members 
retiring within the next 15 years. Look beyond 
finances to be informed, educated, and inspired 
for a journey toward wholeness in retirement. 
 
• Identify key questions for discernment. 
• Assess your financial readiness. 
• Discuss healthcare and housing options. 
• Create next steps in identity, relationship, 

housing, health, and finances. 
 
About Board University Education Seminars 
 

Do you have questions about retirement, taxes, 
financial planning, or terms of call? Board 
University can help.  
 
Attend our financial and retirement planning 
seminars led by Board of Pensions experts, and 
leave with answers, better questions, and trusted 
resources. 
 
Note: Board University programs educate and inform 
attendees. Participants are encouraged to seek 
professional advice and counsel for specific tax and 
legal questions. 

Key Seminar Details: 
 

Tuesday & Wednesday, October 15-16, 2019 
Columbia Theological Seminary 
Decatur, GA 
8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., ET 
 
Sponsored by The Center of Lifelong Learning, 
Columbia Theological Seminary 
 
• Seating limit: 30 registrants 
• Board’s registration fee: None 
• Meal fee: $17.92 per person for both days’ 

lunch and refreshments 
• Lodging: See registration site for options 
• Confirmations include pre-seminar work and 

meal fee payment instructions. 
 
Registration Information: 
 

• Registration closes September 30.  
 

Secure Board of Pensions registration site:  
http://www.cvent.com/d/1yq1xk 

 
Have questions about the seminar?  
Contact the Board of Pensions at 800-PRESPLAN. 

Learning through the stages of your life. 
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INCOME
SHARED MISSION - CURRENT YEAR 139,658.94 272,300 -132,641.06 51.29%
PER CAPITA 82,525.39 130,392 -47,866.61 63.29%
INVESTMENT INCOME 1,354.16 2,500 -1,145.84 54.17%
TRANSFER FROM UNDESIGNATED RESERVES 5,000 -5,000.00 0.0%

TOTAL INCOME 223,538.49 410,192 -186,653.51 54.5%

EXPENSES
BILLS & OVERTURES 500 -500.00 0.0%
CAMPUS MINISTRY AT UGA - Annual Support 9,000.00 18,000 -9,000.00 50.0%

Campus Ministry - Montreat College Conference 2,600.00 2,600 0.00 100.0%
CLERGY CARE 12,000 -12,000.00 0.0%
COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY 2,534.70 9,000 -6,465.30 28.16%
COMMITTEE ON PREPARATION FOR MINISTRY 6,096.38 11,375 -5,278.62 53.6%
COMMITTEE ON REPRESENTATION 175 -175.00 0.0%
CONGREGATIONAL CONNECTIONS 875.00 3,500 -2,625.00 25.0%
COORDINATING TEAM 28,620.04 47,225 -18,604.96 60.6%
DISASTER PREPAREDNESS TEAM 61.34 1,000 -938.66 6.13%
GENERAL ASSEMBLY PER CAPITA APPORTIONMENT 30,922.26 61,845 -30,922.74 50.0%
GENERAL ASSEMBLY SHARED MISSION 2,500.02 5,000 -2,499.98 50.0%
GEORGIA LODGE AT MONTREAT 500.00 500 0.00 100.0%
INTERNATIONAL MISSION 1,727 -1,727.00 0.0%
PERMANENT JUDICIAL COMMISSION 1,000 -1,000.00 0.0%
NOMINATING COMMITTEE 294.35 1,000 -705.65 29.44%
PROPERTY COMMISSION 100 -100.00 0.0%
SEXUAL MISCONDUCT PASTORAL RESPONSE 143.41 1,000 -856.59 14.34%
STAFF SALARIES 107,872.57 219,274 -111,401.43 49.2%
SYNOD PER CAPITA APPORTIONMENT 5,185.50 10,371 -5,185.50 50.0%
SYNOD SHARED MISSION 1,500.00 3,000 -1,500.00 50.0%

TOTAL PRESBYTERY EXPENSES 198,705.57 410,192 -211,486.43 48.44%

BALANCE 24,832.92 0 24,832.92 100.0%

NORTHEAST GEORGIA PRESBYTERY
GENERAL OPERATING BUDGET

JUNE 2019

BUDGETJAN-JUNE 
2019

OVER 
(UNDER) 
BUDGET

% OF 
BUDGET
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Banking Expenses 100 -100.00 0.00%
Committee Meeting Expenses 973.87 4,000 -3,026.13 24.35%
Copier Support 148.56 200 -51.44 74.28%
Electricity 499.19 1,000 -500.81 49.92%
Financial Review (CPA) 11,000.00 11,000 0.00 100.00%
Gas 352.31 500 -147.69 70.46%
GP Discretionary Fund 1,000 -1,000.00 0.00%
Insurance 1,850.00 2,200 -350.00 84.09%
Internet Service 450.00 950 -500.00 47.37%
IT Support/Software 2,047.48 4,000 -1,952.52 51.19%
Janitorial Services 1,305.00 2,400 -1,095.00 54.38%
Miscellaneous 251.50 500 -248.50 50.30%
Moderator Expenses 20.00 1,800 -1,780.00 1.11%
Office Equipment 1,000.00 1,000 0.00 100.00%
Office Lease 4,860.00 9,720 -4,860.00 50.00%
Office Supplies 938.77 1,400 -461.23 67.06%
Postage 163.40 300 -136.60 54.47%
Presbytery Meeting Expenses 190.00 900 -710.00 21.11%
Recording Clerk Expenses 171.67 400 -228.33 42.92%
Recording Clerk Stipend 400.00 900 -500.00 44.44%
Synod Commissioner Travel 57.00 0 57.00 100.00%
Telephone 927.45 1,900 -972.55 48.81%
Water 139.84 275 -135.16 50.85%
Workers' Compensation Insurance 874.00 780 94.00 112.05%
TOTAL EXPENSES 28,620.04 47,225 -18,604.96 60.60%

Medicare-Employer Portion 279.17 558 -278.83 50.03%
Social Security-Employer Portion 1,193.69 2,387 -1,193.31 50.01%
Stated Clerk

Travel/Professional Expenses 20.00 2,500 -2,480.00 0.8%
Social Security & Medicare 754.44 1,509 -754.56 50.0%
Salary 9,862.56 19,725 -9,862.44 50.0%

Total Stated Clerk 10,637.00 23,734 -13,097.00 44.82%
General Presbyter 

Travel/Professional Expenses 5,122.63 13,000 -7,877.37 39.41%
Pension, Health, D&D 15,999.72 31,444 -15,444.28 50.88%
Continuing Education 877.60 1,500 -622.40 58.51%
Social Security & Medicare 3,190.92 6,382 -3,191.08 50.0%
Salary 26,710.10 53,440 -26,729.90 49.98%
Housing Allowance 15,043.51 30,000 -14,956.49 50.15%

Total General Presbyter 66,944.48 135,766 -68,821.52 49.31%
Office Manager/Bookkeeper

Travel/Professional Expenses 278.83 750 -471.17 37.18%
Continuing Education 1,000.00 1,000 0.00 100.0%
Pension, Health, D&D 6,936.36 13,873 -6,936.64 50.0%
Gross Wages 20,603.04 41,206 -20,602.96 50.0%

Total Office Manager/Bookkeeper 28,818.23 56,829 -28,010.77 50.71%

TOTAL EXPENSES 107,872.57 219,274 -111,401.43 49.2%

 Northeast Georgia Presbytery
 Coordinating Team

June 2019

Jan-June 
2019 Budget Over/(Under) 

Budget % of Budget

Staff Salaries
June 2019

Jan-June 
2019 Budget Over/(Under) 

Budget % of Budget
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ASSETS

Current Assets

Cash-Athens First Bank & Trust 101,211.30

First American Money Market 211,267.75

New Covenant Balanced Income Fund 108,055.04

Total Current Assets 420,534.09

Fixed Assets

Land (1250 Lumpkin St.) 71,492.66

Student Center Building 191,199.41

Computer Equipment 3,346.85

Other Fixed Assets 13,598.61

Accumulated Depreciation -55,156.61

Total Fixed Assets 224,480.92

Other Assets

Deposits-Office  Utilities 975.00

Total Other Assets 975.00
TOTAL ASSETS 645,990.01

LIABILITIES & EQUITY

Liabilities

Accounts Payable 10,982.49

Credit Cards 806.05

Payroll Liabilities 57.10

Total Liabilities 11,845.64

Equity

Temporarily Restricted Net Assets

Assistance Superfund 15,027.69

Beth Duncan Fund (PW) 39,324.70

Connectional Events Superfund 8,484.84

Georgia Domestic Missionary Society Fund 73,383.34

GP Continuing Ed Carryover 1,095.22

Justice & Peacemaking Fund 11,391.89

Property Protection & Defense Fund 71,565.38

Synod Transformation/Digital Networking Fund 25,630.04

Total Temporarily Restricted Net Assets 245,903.10

Unrestricted Net Assets

Undesignated Reserves 106,259.98

Other Unrestricted Net Assets 250,746.64

Total Unrestricted Net Assets 357,006.62

Net Ordinary Income 24,832.92

Unrealized Gains/Losses 6,401.73

Total Equity 634,144.37
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 645,990.01

 Northeast Georgia Presbytery

 Balance Sheet

 As of  June 30, 2019
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