
CHURCH OFFICER DEVELOPMENT EVENT 
For Ruling Elders and Deacons 

 
Saturday, February 4th, 2017 

9:00am – 3:00pm 
Check In Begins at 9:00am 

 
First Presbyterian Church 

185 E. Hancock Avenue, Athens, GA 
 
 

PRESBYTERIANS: WAY COOLER THAN  
EVEN WE THINK 

 
DR. MARK DOUGLAS 

Keynote Speaker and Workshop Leader 
Professor of Christian Ethics,  

Columbia Theological Seminary 
 

The history of the Reformed Tradition –and of Presbyterians, in particular—is 
far more interesting than we often give ourselves credit for. Yet that history, 

shaped by a grand theological vision of God at work in the world, is worth our 
knowing not only because it might show up in a trivia contest but because 

knowing where we have come from and how we got here may help us make 
sense of where we might go from here. 

 
 

Mark Douglas is Professor of Christian Ethics at Columbia Theological Seminary 
in Decatur, GA, where he teaches a wide variety of classes and directs the Masters 
of Divinity degree program.  He is also the founding editor of @ this point:  
theological reflections on church and culture, the seminary’s online journal.  He 
holds degrees from Colorado College (B.A.), Princeton Theological Seminary 
(M.Div., Th.M.), and The University of Virginia (Ph.D.).  He is an ordained 
Presbyterian minister and is married to Lindsay Armstrong, who is also a 
Presbyterian minister.  They have one child, their daughter, Logan.  His most 
recent book is Believing Aloud:  Reflections on Being Religious in the Public 
Sphere (Cascade, 2010). He is currently working on a book about the impact of 
climate change on war. 

 
 

This event is sponsored by the NE GA Presbytery 
Leadership Development Ministry Team. 
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Schedule of Events 

 9:00  –  9:30  Check-In/Continental Breakfast 
 9:30  – 10:00  Welcome and Keynote 
10:15 –  11:45   Morning Workshops 
12:00 - 1:00   Lunch 
1:15 - 2:45   Afternoon Workshops 
2:55 - 3:00   Closing Assembly in Fellowship Hall 

-Complimentary Officer Development Resources  
Available While They Last- 

 
-Special Prize for the Church with the Highest 

Percentage of Officers Attending- 

$ 20.00 REGISTRATION* (Includes lunch and continental breakfast) 
*Women:  Please do not include payment. Your registration is being 

provided from the Beth Duncan scholarship funds. 
 

For scholarships available through Leadership Development Ministry 
Team, contact Beecher Mathes: bmathes@covpresathens.org 

 
Registration Deadline is Friday, January 20, 2017 

 
Register Online with credit card   (Beginning January 4th) 

OR 
Complete the Form Below and mail with payment (check payable to 

Northeast Georgia Presbytery) to the registrar: 

Kenya Colbert, Sardis Presbyterian Church, PO Box 586,  
Jefferson, Ga 30549 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
Registration Form 

Reminder: Registration is available online beginning Jan. 4th 
Please select one morning and one afternoon workshop, indicating your second 
preference in the event your first choice is filled. 

NAME: _________________________________________________  
CHURCH NAME: __________________________________________ 
Email: _________________________ Phone: ___________________ 
Check #: _____ 
Morning Workshop Preference #1 ___________ Preference #2 _________ 
Afternoon Workshop Preference #1__________ Preference #2 _________ 

Please enclose your check for $20.00 and mail to the registrar at the address 
above prior to January 20th. We look forward to having you with us! 
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WORKSHOPS 

 
All workshops are repeated in the afternoon. When registering, please 

indicate a first and second preference for both a morning and afternoon 
workshop.  Workshop numbers are located to the left. 

 
 
1. semper reformanda:  Always Being Reformed  
The fancy Latin phrase Ecclesia reformata, semper reformanda is often 
used in connection with the Reformed Tradition:  “The church reformed 
and always being reformed.”   Yet what is the weight of those latter two 
words?  Do they mean we’re caught in the churn of constant 
change?  Or, on the other hand, that focusing on the tradition helps us 
resist change?   Perhaps rather than either of those options, they 
suggest a way in which the deepest insights of the Reformed tradition 
express themselves in fresh ways in new times for the church.  During a 
time of rapid social change, semper reformanda  offers us a way out of 
both churn and resistance, giving us space to explore faith, invite hope, 
and express love. This workshop will focus on some of the significant 
social changes currently underway in U.S. society and explore the way the 
Reformed tradition can speak to them.   
Workshop Facilitator:  Dr. Mark Douglas, Professor of Christian Ethics, 
Columbia Theological Seminary (bio included in keynote description) 
 
2. Preparing for Your Call 
Faithful leaders do not just "fall out of the sky."  Saying "yes" to your call 
means that you are beginning an ongoing journey of growth in faith, 
ministry and learning "the Presbyterian way."  This workshop will give 
you insight about the joys and challenges of answering the call to 
ordered ministry. 
Workshop Facilitator: The Rev. Cheryl Barnes, Pastor, Sardis 
Presbyterian Church, Jefferson, GA 
Having served with the Sardis church as a Ruling Elder and then as 
Candidate Supply Pastor, Cheryl was ordained in 2012 becoming the first 
woman installed as Pastor in Sardis’ one hundred twenty-eight year 
history. She has two children, an adult son and a daughter who is a 
sophomore in college.  She holds degrees from Morris Brown College, 
Nova University and Columbia Theological Seminary. She enjoys 
community volunteer work, interior design and flower gardening and 
finds great joy in being a wife, parent and homemaker.  
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3. You are More Than a Secretary! 
 
This Clerk of Session training will focus on all the functions that the clerk 
is involved with and in charge of.  This workshop is open to all clerks of 
Session. There will be plenty of time for questions.  
Workshop Facilitator: The Rev. Travis Adams, Stated Clerk, NE GA 
Presbytery and Pastor, Mountain Presbyterian Church, Blairsville 
Travis has been our Presbytery’s Stated Clerk for nine months and he 
notes, “still learning the role of Clerk as you are aware”. He attended 
Davis and Elkins (BA) and the University of Scotland and Princeton 
Theological Seminary (M.Div.). Travis and his wife, Kathy, have three sons. 
When not pastoring, Travis loves being the doting “Gramps” to his twin 
grandsons. 
 
4. Imaginative Bible Experience 
“Faith,” says theologian James Whitehead, “is the enduring ability to 
imagine life in a certain way.”  As church officers we promise to serve 
with IMAGINATION as well as energy, intelligence, and love.   In this class, 
we’ll bring our imagination, playfulness, and openness to several 
scripture passages trusting that the Spirit will lead us to new insights 
about our leadership and discipleship.  We may try lectio divina, 
journaling, choral reading, guided meditation, clay play, or other 
experiential approaches.  If this idea strikes you as silly or, alternately, 
terrifies you, it may be a nudge from the Spirit to throw up the sash and 
let the wind blow where It will. 
Workshop Facilitator: Dr. Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor, First 
Presbyterian Church, Athens 
A native Tarheel, Carol has served churches in St. Joseph, MO; Atlanta; 
and Abbeville, SC.  She holds degrees from UNC, Yale Divinity School, and 
McCormick Theological Seminary.  She and her husband, Jack Palmer, 
have children ages 15 and 19.   She enjoys reading, swimming, art, 
etymology, Word Chums, and dark chocolate. 
 
5. Life Cycle of the Congregation   
 
Whether we like it or not, our bodies have a life cycle. We are born. We 
grow. We mature. We decline. We die. The body of Christ, as in 
congregations, also have a life cycle. If we are honest about our 
congregation’s life cycle, we can faithfully serve God from where we truly 
are, not from where we used to be, or from where we want to be 
someday. So, where is your congregation in its life cycle? There are four 
key ways to know… Vision, Relationships, Ministries, and Structure. The 
workshop is based on the book “Direct Hit” by Paul Borden which helps  
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us see our congregations, and imagine what to do next to serve God and 
grow disciples. 
Workshop Facilitator: The Rev. Joel Tolbert, Pastor, Oconee 
Presbyterian Church, Watkinsville 
Joel graduated from Mercer University with a BS in Mechanical 
Engineering and served twelve years with several corporations in 
Engineering, Project Management, Marketing and Sales. In 2002, Joel, his 
wife Jill, and their three boys sold their home and moved to Columbia 
Theological Seminary where both Joel and Jill completed Masters of 
Divinity degrees. He has been serving with the Oconee church since 2012. 
In his free time, Joel is first a devoted husband and loving father. After 
that, he occasionally gets to enjoy golf, soccer, tennis, and playing Wii 
and XBox 360! 
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