NORTH EAST GEORGIA

NEWSLETTER

We know that as winter draws near, it gets darker earlier each day. Nevertheless, each year it seems to
catch us by surprise, as we struggle to adjust to the fading light. In a similar way, the darkness of the
world often catches us off guard, although we know all too well that the dark side of life is ever-lurking
near us. Sometimes it seems that the gloom of disaster and disappointment and death threaten to steal
all our hope and joy, and we wonder if we will ever glimpse the light again.

While scholars are reasonably certain that Jesus was most likely not born in December, it seems
altogether appropriate that we celebrate his birthday at the darkest time of the year. By any measure, the
stable in Bethlehem was surely a dark place, stuck in an obscure corner of the Roman empire, with all
the Jewish people living under the darkness of both political oppression and religious corruption. And
yet it was there that the One who is the Light of the World chose to appear. These words from John’s
gospel sum it up perfectly: “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”
(John 1:5)

Throughout his brief ministry, Jesus always showed up where the darkness seemed to be the strongest:
walking with the poor and downtrodden; eating and drinking with tax collectors and prostitutes;
bringing the light of hope to the lame, the least, and the lost; even raising up those who had been
consigned to death, the deepest darkness of all.

Friends, the promise of Christmas is the promise of light and hope, even in the times and places of
deep darkness. In Christ we fear neither the shadows of our fallen world, nor the shadow of death itself,
for our Lord has conquered all for our sake. Most remarkable of all, Jesus declares to those who follow
him: “You are the light of the world...” (Matthew 5:14a) Through the power of the risen Christ, we
ourselves are sent to bear witness to the light wherever we go, by our words and deeds pointing to the
truth, beauty, and goodness that are found in Christ alone.

In the midst of this chaotic season, let your light shine wherever the Lord has placed you, and may we
resolve, as Ebenezer Scrooge did, to “keep Christmas all the year” May the peace and joy of Christmas
be with you, now and throughout the year, as we proclaim with the angels, “Glory to God in the
highest!”

Yours in Christ,

Rev. Ed Rees
Transitional General Presbyter



Dear Clerk of Session,

Grace and peace to you! As we approach the end of 2025 and prepare for the busy Advent and Christmas sea-
sons, I wanted to send a quick note of gratitude for your ministry. I know the work of the Clerk is often done
behind the scenes, but it is the glue that holds our connectional system together.

To help you plan ahead for the new year, I am sharing a "Coming Attractions" list regarding the annual reports
due in early 2026. You do not need to submit these today, but I hope this list helps you gather the necessary in-
formation now so that your load is lighter in January.

Here is a look at the four key reports for early 2026:

1. Necrology Form (Due: February 4, 2026) This report honors the ruling elders who have joined the Church
Triumphant in the past year.
Action Item: Please ensure your roll of elders is up to date so this information is ready to go.

2. Annual Online Statistical Reports (Due: February 20, 2026) The General Assembly reporting portal will open
on January 2, 2026.

Resource: You can bookmark the FAQ page here:
https://www.pcusa.org/resources/statistics-lists/statistical-reporting-faq
Action Item: Begin gathering your membership gains/losses and baptism numbers for 2025.

3. Covenant of Commitment for Shared Mission Support (Due: February 13, 2026) This helps the Presbytery
plan our shared ministry budget for the coming year.
Action Item: Keep this date in mind as your Session finalizes its 2026 budget.

4. Annual Salary Standards Review for Installed Pastors (Due: February 13, 2026) We conduct this review to
ensure installed pastors’ compensation packages meet or exceed minimum guidelines.

Note: If you have Covenant or Interim/Transitional pastors, their packages are reviewed when their covenants
are renewed.

Summary of Key Dates:

February 4, 2026: Necrology Reporting Form [Please verify this specific date]

February 20, 2026: Annual Online Statistical Reports

February 13, 2026: Covenant Commitment for Shared Mission Support

February 13, 2026: Annual Salary Standards Review for Pastors

Links to the specific 2026 forms will be circulated as soon as they are available

Our Presbytery is composed of a strong network of interdependent connections and mutual commitments.
Thank you for helping us maintain that strength through your diligence.

I look forward to working with you in the coming year. If you have any questions or need assistance as you pre-
pare, please do not hesitate to reach out to me via email or phone/text at (912) 674-6270.

Yours in Christ,

Jacob
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Announcements & Opportunities

Project Regeneration

You may already be aware, but the Presbyterian
Foundation offers more than just investment

services. One of their key programs is called Project
Regeneration, which offers an outside perspective on
your church’s financial health and strategic planning.
Working with church officers and members of the
congregation, representatives from the Foundation
will come alongside and help prayerfully discern the
viability of ministry in a church’s context and assist in
crafting a blueprint for the future. Some of the options
that may be considered include aging in place, sharing
your campus with another congregation or group,
closing the church and re-starting with a new identity,
selling the property and finding a more sustainable
location, or in some cases, closing the church to create
an endowment to fund ministries aligned with your
church’s vision.

All of this work is offered at no charge to the
congregation and is designed to strengthen our
stewardship of the mission to which God has called
us. Our representative at the Foundation is Rev. Dan
Waters (some of you may know him from his time
as the Interim Pastor at Covenant Athens), and his
contact number is 803-295-6513. Be in prayer as you
seek to determine if meeting with the Foundation is the
right move for your church.

Ordination Anniversaries

We celebrate and give thanks for the
NEGA clergy marking ordination
anniversaries this month. The Clergy
Care Committee encourages you to hold
these individuals, their families, and their
ministries in your prayers.

Christin Norman
Peter Thornton
Sid Gates

Will Norman

Share Your Church News!

Have a story, event, or ministry update to share?
We invite submissions for the NEGA Presbytery
monthly newsletter from clergy, congregations,
and ministry teams. Please send your article in
Word format, along with the title, the author’s
name, and any photos or graphics, by the
fifteenth of each month to newsletter@negapby.
org

We also enjoy highlighting your events and
celebrations on our Facebook page, so let us help
share the good news happening throughout our
Presbytery.

In addition, we hope to begin offering a
classifieds page on our website where churches
can post job openings or items they wish to sell.
If you have something to include, we would love
to hear from you.



Northeast Georgia Presbytery Colleagues and Friends,

I'd like to extend an invitation to you and your congregations to join me us in a spiritual pilgrimage to
Turkey. The invitation is wide open to any interested in exploring this “Holy Land” with us as we follow
the Footsteps of Paul in Turkey. I'll be hosting and providing biblical backgrounds for the places we’ll be
visiting, including Cappadocia, Pisidian Antioch, and Ephesus.

We'll also see other biblically and historically significant sites, including Patmos, where John wrote
the book of Revelation; Nicaea, where church councils met in the 4th and 8th centuries to determine
orthodoxy; and of course, Istanbul, significant to many religions for centuries.

The trip is October 5-18, 2026 and registration is open now. For an online brochure, information and
registration, you can visit: www.fpccga.org/turkey2026

I'm receiving no commission or promotional credit for this trip in order to make it as affordable as
possible. I'd be happy to discuss this further if you have any questions. Please feel free to contact me
directly.

Perhaps youd be willing to promote this to your congregation? Here’s 2 sentences and a QR code you
could share:

First Presbyterian Church of Clarkesville and Rev. Dr. Matt Henderson are leading a spiritual pilgrimage
to Turkey in October, 2026 and have opened the invitation to the whole presbytery. If youd like to have
more information, visit: www.fpccga.org/turkey2026

Rev. Dr. Matthew D. Henderson
Pastor

First Presbyterian Church
181 Jefferson St.
Clarkesville, GA 30523
706-754-2935
www.fpccga.org
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GE RGIA PRESBYTERIES'
GATHERING 2026

February 20-21 @ @ Epworth by the Sea, St. Simons Island, GA

Join Presbyterians from across Georgia beginning at 1 PM Friday, Feb

20th, to learn and grow together. This event is designed to inspire action,
spark meaningful conversations, and equip attendees through practical
workshops that benefit churches of every size. Leave encouraged,
equipped, and empowered to bring your congregation—and your
community—closer to God’s vision of welcome, service, and faithful mission.

Our time together will be grounded in worship. We'll give thanks for the
tables that shape our lives and imagine how we might extend them to
welcome others.

Liturgist: The Rev. Aisha Brooks-Johnson, Executive Presbyter, Presbytery
of Greater Atlanta

Music Leader & Choir Director: Trenton Durham, Associate Director of
Worship, Roswell Presbyterian Church.

Join the Georgia Presbyteries Choir!

Everyone who wants to make a joyful sound to the Lord is welcome to be
part of our Conference Choir! We'll rehearse Saturday morning during the
workshop block in the Jones Auditorium. No audition needed — just bring
your voice and your heart for worship!

We will conclude our event with a shared celebration of communion,
offering a glimpse of the great table that awaits us all.

https://www.savannahpresbytery.org/georgiapresbyteries/ b
]

Click HERE for the Information Packet




